
 A B C D F 

Organization *Highly Effective—purpose is 
obvious and clear throughout.  
The student has successfully 
entered into an academic 
“conversation” with sources 
while effectively arguing with 
persuasiveness, rationality, 
and sophistication.  
*Relevant topic sentences 
that clearly relate back to 
thesis. 
*Paragraphs are impressively 
coherent & cohesive. 
*The required number of 
sources and quotes are used 
effectively. 

*Effective—purpose is 
evident but lacks full clarity. 
The student effectively 
converses with sources in 
some paragraphs. 
*Relevant topic sentences 
that relate back to thesis. 
* Paragraphs are coherent & 
cohesive. 
*The required number of 
sources and quotes are used 
well. 

*Adequate—purpose is 
generally understandable but 
unclear at times.  The student 
adequately converses with 
sources in some paragraphs, 
but the overall analysis of 
sources may be inconsistent 
or uneven.  
*Topic sentences loosely 
relate back to thesis. 
* Paragraphs are loose in 
structure, occasionally losing 
focus.  
*The required number of 
sources and quotes are used 
adequately. 

*In-adequate—purpose is 
somewhat unclear. 
The student inadequately 
integrates sources, often 
treating them in a cursor way, 
or simply repeats arguments 
presented in sources.  
*Relationships between topic 
sentences and thesis are 
often unclear. 
* Paragraphs lack 
development. 
*The required number of 
sources and quotes are used. 

*Highly In-adequate-
adequate—lacks purpose 
*No relationship between 
topic sentences and thesis. 
The essay ineptly integrates 
sources. 
*Paragraphs are not 
developed/focused and may 
lack topic sentences. 
*The required number of 
sources and quotes may not 
be used or are used 
ineffectively. 

Ideas & Content *Outstanding development of 
ideas, analysis, & use of 
sources. The writer’s 
argument is effective and 
persuasive. 
*Content is engaging and 
unique. 

* Solid development of ideas, 
analysis, & use of sources. The 
writer’s argument is solid and 
persuasive. 
*Content is interesting and 
original. 

*Adequate development of 
ideas, analysis, & use of 
sources. The writers’ 
argument is clear and 
somewhat persuasive. 
*Content is appropriate and 
original. 

*Thin development of ideas, 
analysis, & use of sources. The 
writer’s argument is 
somewhat unclear or not 
directly stated.  
*Content is vague and 
somewhat original. 

*Lacks development of ideas, 
analysis, & use of sources. The 
writer’s argument is unclear 
or merely a summary of the 
primary source’s argument.  
*Content is vague and 
unoriginal. 

Style *Sentences are mature, exact, 
and demonstrate precise 
diction.  
*Paper adheres to all formal 
writing rules 

*Sentences are well written 
and demonstrate appropriate 
diction.  
*Paper adheres to most 
formal writing rules 

*Sentences are adequate and 
demonstrate acceptable 
diction. 
*Paper shows general 
awareness of formal writing 
rules. 

*Sentences are awkward, 
overly simple, and diction is 
ineffective. 
*Paper shows inconsistent 
awareness of formal writing 
rules.  

*Sentences are unclear/vague 
and diction is imprecise.  
Student may choose the 
wrong word to convey 
meaning. 
*Paper shows little 
understanding of formal 
writing rules. 

Conventions 
spelling, pronoun antecedent, 
correct comma/semi-colon 
usage, subject-verb 
agreement 

*Very few convention errors 
 

*few convention errors *several convention errors *Numerous convention errors *Excessive convention errors 
detract from paper’s 
readability. 

MLA Format 
(This includes citations and 

Works Cited page.) 

*No MLA format errors *Few documentation errors *Several documentation 
errors 

*Numerous documentation 
errors 

* Excessive documentation 
errors 

 
 
Note, papers below expectations may score below a 65; late penalties will be taken off the final grade.  Papers lacking Work Cited Pages will not be scored.  See paper assignment for full details. For the 
following offences you may lose points off the top of each category score: 
 
_____cited sources in the essay do not match up with Works Cited page minus 5 points  ______ Exceed word count maximum minus 5 points    
_____ failure to use required number of sources minus 5 points     _____failure to turn in hard copy minus 5 points  
_____ Did not cite two quotes from each source minus 5 points    _____ Missing citation for primary source on Works Cited page (the novel). 
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